
European Union :  
dynamics and development of 

the territories of Europe 

What are the features of the 
European space ? Why is it said to be 

a specific territory ? 



Europe, Europes ?  
A continent between unity and diversity 

• Common points behind heterogeneity 

– Religion 

– Languages 

– Memories (from Ancient times to XXth century) 

• Great natural and cultural diversity 

– Natural 

– Human settlement and density 

– Wealth and development 

 

 



Map of traditional religious majorities by region in Europe 
 



Map of languages in Europe by linguistic groups 

 



Political map of Europe Europe is the planet's 6th largest 
continent AND includes 47 countries 
and assorted dependencies, islands 
and territories. Europe's recognized 
surface area covers about 9,938,000 
sq km (3,837,083 sq mi) or 2% of the 
Earth's surface, and about 6.8% of 
its land area.  
 
In exacting geographic definitions, 
Europe is really not a continent, but 
part of the peninsula of Eurasia 
which includes all of Europe and 
Asia. However, it's still widely 
referred to as an individual 
continent.  
 
The European continent, bordered 
by numerous bodies of water, is 
separated from Asia by Russia's Ural 
Mountains and by the Caspian and 
Black Seas. It is separated from 
Africa by the Mediterranean Sea. 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/contnent.htm
http://worldatlas.com/cntycont.htm
http://worldatlas.com/aatlas/eurasia.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/contnent.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/lgcolor/rucolor.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/lgcolor/rucolor.htm
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/medsea.htm


Europe physical map : what are the limits of Europe ? 



Map of Europe by density of population 
 



Disparities and Inequalities 

 

 

How does the EU act on the territories of Europe 
to reduce inequalities? 

 



Human development Index 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
 

The Human Development Index (HDI) 
is a composite statistic of life 
expectancy, education, and income 
indices used to rank countries into four 
tiers of human development. It was 
created by the Pakistani economist 
Mahbub ul Haq and the Indian 
economist Amartya Sen in 1990 and 
was published by the United Nations 
Development Programme. 
In the 2010 Human Development 
Report a further Inequality-adjusted 
Human Development Index (IHDI) was 
introduced. While the simple HDI 
remains useful, it stated that "the IHDI 
is the actual level of human 
development (accounting for 
inequality)" and "the HDI can be 
viewed as an index of "potential" 
human development (or the maximum 
IHDI that could be achieved if there 
were no inequality) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Index_(economics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_development_(humanity)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahbub_ul_Haq
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amartya_Sen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amartya_Sen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amartya_Sen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Programme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Programme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Development_Programme
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_inequality-adjusted_HDI
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_inequality-adjusted_HDI
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_inequality-adjusted_HDI
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_inequality-adjusted_HDI


HDI ranking Countries in Europe 



European countries with High Human Development Index Rank 

• Country   HDI Value HDI Rank (world) HDI Rank ( Europe)  

• Norway   0.938  1  1  

• Ireland   0.895  5  2  

• Liechtenstein   0.891  6  3  

• Netherlands   0.89  7  4  

• Sweden   0.885  9  5  

• Germany   0.885  10  6  

• Switzerland   0.874  13  7  

• France   0.872  15  8  

• Finland   0.871  17  9  

• Iceland   0.869  18  10 
 

 



GDP per capita at PPP in Europe 
 



European Cohesion policy 

• The European Union (EU) comprises 28 Member States 
forming a community and single market of 503 million 
citizens. However, great economic and social disparities still 
remain among these countries and their 271 regions. 
European Cohesion Policy is at the centre of the effort to 
improve the competitive position of the Union as a whole, 
and its weakest regions in particular. 

• What is regional policy? 

• EU regional policy is an investment policy. It supports job 
creation, competitiveness, economic growth, improved 
quality of life and sustainable development. These 
investments support the delivery of the Europe 2020 strategy. 

 



 
Eligible areas under the Convergence Objective 

and the Regional Competitiveness and Employment Objective 

 

Red : Convergence Regions 
yellow: Phasing-out Regions 
Blue : Phasing-in Regions 
Cerulean Blue : Competitiveness and Employment Regions 



Convergence 
 

• By far the largest amount of regional policy funding (81.5%) is dedicated to the regions falling under 
the Convergence objective. This objective covers Europe's poorest regions whose per capita gross 
domestic product (GDP) is less than 75% of the EU average. This includes nearly all the regions of 
the new member states, most of Southern Italy, East Germany, Greece and Portugal, much of Spain, 
and some parts of the United Kingdom. 
 

• With the addition of the newest member countries in 2004 and 2007, the EU average GDP has 
fallen. As a result, some regions in the EU's "old" member states, which used to be eligible for 
funding under the Convergence objective, are now above the 75% threshold. These regions now 
receive transitional, "phasing out" support until 2013. Regions that used to be covered under the 
convergence criteria but are now above the 75% threshold even within the EU-15 are receiving 
"phasing-in" support through the Regional competitiveness and employment objective. 

 
• The Convergence objective aims to allow the regions affected to catch up with the EU's more 

prosperous regions, thereby reducing economic disparity within the European Union. Examples of 
types of projects funded under this objective include improving basic infrastructure, helping 
businesses, building or modernising waste and water treatment facilities, and improving access to 
high-speed Internet connections. Regional policy projects in Convergence regions are supported by 
three European funds: the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund 
(ESF) and the Cohesion Fund. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Germany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2004_enlargement_of_the_European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2007_enlargement_of_the_European_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infrastructure
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waste_treatment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_treatment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Regional_Development_Fund
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Social_Fund
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Structural_Funds_and_Cohesion_Funds


Payments into and received from the European Union 



European Union Budget 
Almost half the EU budget is spent on subsidising agriculture. As 
farmers only make up about 5% of the EU workforce, cutting 
farming subsidies has become one of the EU’s major challenges. 
The matter is made more urgent because the current level of 
subsidies will be unsustainable once the Union expands to 
include applicant countries. But with farmers across the continent 
reeling from the effects of the BSE crisis and foot-and-mouth 
disease, the cost of supporting the agricultural sector is set to 
rise.  
 
The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) was set up after World War 
II to guarantee food supply, but the measures led to over-
production. As food mountains piled up, there were calls for 
reform. The Agenda 2000 reform agreed to lower the price below 
which the EU buys surplus food, and compensate farmers with 
direct aid payments. In 1999 the EU paid each full-time farmer 
19,000 euros in subsidies 
 
With Europe still producing more food than it can consume, the 
commission says its long-term objective is to move away from 
intensive farming methods and slow down the rural exodus. 
However, money that can be used for organic farming and rural 
development is still a fraction – less than an eighth - of that 
reserved for mainstream agricultural spending.  


